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Introduction: 4 min 39 sec video 
The bias against miracles drives the assumption that the accounts in the Torah were not firsthand but were composed centuries later. 
Have you encountered this line of thinking? 

What is the documentary hypothesis? 6 min 53 sec video
This is the liberal/critical view which denies that Moses wrote Genesis to Deuteronomy. It teaches that various anonymous authors compiled these five books (plus other portions of the Old Testament) from centuries of oral tradition, up to 900 years after Moses lived (if, in this view, he even existed). 
The idea of multiple authorship of these books was first proposed by Jean Astruc in Paris in 1753. However, the foremost exponent was Julius Wellhausen (1844–1918), who ‘restated the Documentary Hypothesis … in terms of the evolutionary view of history which was prevalent in philosophical circles at the time’.
These hypothetical narrators are designated as follows:

· J (standing for what the documentary hypothesists would term Jahwist) supposedly lived about 900–850 BC. He/she/they allegedly gathered the myths and legends of Babylon and other nations, and added them to the ‘camp-fire stories’ of the Hebrews, producing those biblical passages where the Hebrew letters YHWH (‘Jehovah’) are used as the name of God.

· E (standing for Elohist) supposedly lived about 750–700 BC in the northern kingdom (Israel), and wrote those passages where ’Elohim is used as the word for God.

· D supposedly wrote most of Deuteronomy, probably the book found in the temple in Jerusalem in 621 BC. (2 Kings 22:8).

· P supposedly represents a Priest (or priests) who lived during the exile in Babylon and allegedly composed a code of holiness for the people.

· Various editors R (from German Redakteur) supposedly put it all together. In the 600’s B.C.   

Understanding Authorship: 39 second video 

Conservative and Evangelical scholars don’t dispute that there was editing and compiling of the early texts of the Bible. Instead, they make the case that the material which was gathered was from the periods described by Moses and other early authors. 
· There’s a reference in Genesis 12:6 that says “at that time the Canaanites were in the land” which would indicate an editorial comment inserted at a date around the time of the Judges (1300 BC). So the five Books of Moses may have been compiled as a unit as early as 150 years after the time of Moses. Other books were added as history unfolded  
· 130 BC there is a reference in Sirach (a wisdom book) to the practice of studying “the law and the prophecies and the rest of the books” 
· Josephus wrote about “the law, prophets, and writings” in 90 AD

Jesus said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."    Luke 24:44 (NIV)
There were safeguards that kept scribes from creative editing:  

Deuteronomy 4:2 (NIV)

Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.

Proverbs 30:5-6 (NIV)

"Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.

Effort was made to include all the stories deemed authoritative, and to leave slight variations there in plain sight. 

For example: Two creation accounts and two flood accounts:  

Creation account Genesis chapter 1-  six days of creation – male and female 
Creation account Genesis chapter 2 -  Eve comes from Adam’s rib. 

Flood story version 1

Genesis 7:7-12
And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of the second month-- on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.
Flood story version 2

Genesis 7:13-17 (NIV)

On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in. For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth.

This practice continued with the inclusion of both Kings and Chronicles – which tell many of the same stories and in the inclusion of four different gospels in the New Testament. 

Josephus: “Although such long ages have now gone by, no one has dared to add anything to them, to take away from them, or to change anything in them” (Against Apion 1:42)

Careful copying and passing on was the expectation. This was the sacred word of God. 

Joshua  1:8 (NIV)

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

Deuteronomy 4:9 (NIV)

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.

Q: How can having multiple accounts of the same events be sign of authenticity? 

Evidence for Moses authorship of the Pentateuch

The evidence that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, often referred to in the Bible as ‘the Law’ (Hebrew torah), is overwhelming: (This does not mean that Moses or the editors did not use other written sources available to them - such as creation accounts and flood accounts, that there were a few editorial comments added later, or that Moses wrote the last few verses of Deuteronomy 34 that record his death. Talmudic (Rabbinic Jewish) tradition has always been that these were added by Joshua.)

1. Contrary to the views of Wellhausen and others, archaeological research has established that writing was indeed well known in Moses’ day. The JEDP hypothesis falsely assumes that the Israelites waited until many centuries after the foundation of their nation before committing any of their history or laws to written form, even though their neighbors kept written records of their own history and religion from before the time of Moses.

2. The author is obviously an eyewitness of the Exodus from Egypt, familiar with the geography, flora and fauna of the region he uses several Egyptian words, and refers to customs that go back to the second millennium BC.

3. The Pentateuch claims in many places that Moses was the writer, e.g. Exodus 17:14; 24:4–7; 34:27; Numbers 33:2; Deuteronomy 31:9, 22, 24.
Examples: 
The Lord instructed Moses, “Write this down on a scroll as a permanent reminder…

Moses carefully wrote down all the Lord’s instructions…

At the Lord’s command Moses recorded the stages in their journey...
Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the Levitical priests…

Moses finished writing in a book (scroll) the words of this law from beginning to end…
4.   Many times in the rest of the Old Testament, Moses is said to have been the writer, e.g. Joshua 1:7–8; 8:32–34; Judges 3:4; 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 14:6; 21:8; 2 Chronicles 25:4; Ezra 6:18; Nehemiah 8:1; 13:1; Daniel 9:11–13.

5.   In the New Testament, Jesus frequently spoke of Moses’ writings or the Law of Moses, e.g. Matthew 8:4; 19:7–8; Mark 7:10; 12:26; Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:46–47; 7:19. Jesus said that those who ‘hear not [i.e. reject] Moses’ would not be persuaded ‘though one rose from the dead’ (Luke 16:31). Thus we see that those churches and seminaries which reject the historicity of Moses’ writings often also reject the literal bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.   Other New Testament speakers/writers said the same thing, e.g. John 1:17; Acts 6:14; 13:39; 15:5; 1 Corinthians 9:9; 2 Corinthians 3:15; Hebrews 10:28.

Adapted from:

http://creation.com/did-moses-really-write-genesis  by Russell Grigg Creation Ministries international. See article for more information including credited sources.  
Understanding Dating: 13 min 53 second video
Categories of Indirect evidence situating the Torah in the Middle Bronze Age (1500-1450 B.C)
I. Covenants and social customs

II. Law codes indicating slave prices

III. Personal names

IV. Place names

V. Existence of the Amorites and Hurrians

VI. Nomadism

VII. Climate

VIII. Political conditions

Camels 
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Coming up…  Video preview 39 sec 
May 21 – Evidence for the Exodus   
The audio and notes for all these lessons are available at www.sequimcommunitychurch.org  in the Downloads then Sunday Seminar archives section.
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